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Camp	Sonrise	Mountain	

2018	Year	End	Report	

Praise	the	Lord.		Give	thanks	to	the	Lord,	for	he	is	good;	his	love	endures	forever.		Psalm	106:1.			

We	are	very	thankful	for	another	year	of	the	Lord’s	blessings	at	Camp	Sonrise	Mountain.		Many	
improvements	were	made	to	the	Camp	this	past	year.			

The	work	to	rehabilitate	the	Amphitheatre	with	stone	pointing,	capstones,	sealing,	and	new	gravel	was	
completed.		A	new	crossing	was	built	over	the	creek	behind	the	Amphitheatre.		An	intercom	system	was	
installed	for	communication	between	the	buildings.		The	Camp’s	website	was	redone,	which	includes	a	
donate	button	for	electronic	donations.		We	continue	to	replace	bunk	beds	and	mattresses.	

The	Scott	Electric	Foundation	generously	provided	a	$10,000	grant	for	the	improvement	and	increased	
efficiency	of	the	Camp’s	lighting.		Soccer	goals	were	donated	by	the	Mt.	Pleasant	Recreation	Soccer	
League.		We	would	also	like	to	thank	the	volunteers,	sponsors,	and	players	that	participated	in	making	
the	golf	outing	a	great	success.	

The	Board	welcomed	two	new	members	in	June,	Pastors	Fred	Bauer	and	Mike	Bobula.		There	continues	
to	be	one	opening	on	the	Board.		Progress	was	made	towards	the	consolidation	of	the	Camping	Ministry	
and	Programming	Commission	with	the	Camp	Board.		As	we	look	to	the	future,	discussions	center	on	
growth,	and	how	to	market	the	Camp	to	both	the	Allegheny	Region	Churches	of	God	and	outside	
groups.		

The	“Write	Our	Story”	financial	campaign	continues	as	we	seek	funds	for	a	Multi-Purpose	Facility.		We	
look	to	impart	our	faith	to	future	generations	through	the	realization	of	the	Multi-Purpose	Facility	and	
the	long-term	upkeep	and	maintenance	of	the	proposed	building	and	the	existing	facilities.			

The	generous	support	of	the	Allegheny	Region	Churches	of	God	continues	to	make	it	possible	for	upkeep	
and	to	make	improvements	to	the	Camp.		The	ministries	that	take	place	at	the	Camp	are	a	direct	result	
of	your	support.		Thank	you	for	providing	your	time,	talents,	and	financial	support	so	that	the	Camp	can	
continue	to	provide	the	opportunity	for	individuals	to	meet	Christ	and	to	grow	in	their	relationship	with	
Him.	

In	that	day	you	will	say:	Give	thanks	to	the	Lord,	call	on	his	name;	make	known	among	the	nations	what	
he	has	done,	and	proclaim	that	his	name	is	exalted.		Sing	to	the	Lord,	for	he	has	done	glorious	things;	let	
this	be	known	to	all	the	world.		Isaiah	12:4-5.	

	

E.	Scott	Shaffer	

Chairman	of	the	Board	of	Directors	
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Chaplain’s Report to Allegheny Regional Conference Sessions 

May 2019 

2018 marked the completion of my second year as your Director of Chaplain Services. The 
ministries of our chaplain program have been both very satisfying and productive.  As I reflect back on 
2018, I realize our ministry not only reaches deep into the hearts and lives of our residents and their 
families, but beyond to our staff and communities.  

The Grove Manor Lester Thornton Chapel has experienced many updates this year. Through 
generosity of the WCSC we purchased a state-of-the-art electronic piano which is used for all worship 
services, recitals and special group events. Its capability to be plugged into our sound system gives our 
residents outstanding sound. Also, a thank you goes out to The Christian Loving Fund who made it 
possible for us to purchase new brass altar ware items such as a cross, electric candles and flower vases. 
These enable our residents to connect with traditions that have been important to them 

Through the generosity of our resident families, staff and Grove Manor friends, the Grove City 
Church of God has added many new items to enhance our worship experience as well as outreach to staff. 
Beautiful seasonal banners have been purchased for the chapel. The added touch of the harvest display 
has been a blessing of beauty to our worship experience. 

 Our chaplain department has created The Good Samaritan Fund to reach out to staff who 
experience losses of a parent, spouse or child. At their death they receive a monetary gift of their choice 
of either flowers, food or funeral expenses. Delivering a food tray to their homes has created some bonds 
with staff that have been just wonderful for me.  

One of the residents from Personal Care comes early to our services and performs some small 
duties which is a tremendous help. He sets up sets chairs in the back for some special needs people, 
moves the piano out, uncovers it and plugs it in.  He sets out an offering plate and turns on the electric 
altar candles. We all let him know how we appreciate him and how helpful it is to have all these set-up 
tasks done for us when we come in so we’re ready to worship.   
 

Once again, this year we participated in Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box ministry at Grove 
Manor. On a cold Friday in November our department heads and other staff filled the whole day’s 
schedule at County Market and Walmart, ringing the bell for the Salvation Army kettle. While I was 
ringing the bell a male stopped to talk. We talked around the kettle for nearly a half hour.  He shared that 
his 50-year-old wife passed away in October. They have 2 children and were married for over 20 years. I 
promised to pray for him.  We were thanked profusely by the Salvation Army staff for our participation.  
Personally, I was inspired by the willingness of our staff to participate and the Administration’s 
wholehearted support.  

A highlight for me personally has been the lunchtime events I planned for our department heads 
at Grove Manor and The Caring Place. I conducted five lunchtime presentations Work as Worship 
simulcast sponsored by Right Now Media. The church provided lunch for the staff as they watched a 
presentation on Love Works in the Workplace and the Power of Purpose.  We had a drawing at each lunch 
for a book written by the presenter. The responses were remarkable and these events are becoming 
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monthly events. A Grove Manor board member has been attending them as well and plans to use the 
principles at his place of work. 

In October the chaplain department hosted a church and pastor appreciation luncheon.  
Approximately 16 visitors from six different churches attended our luncheon. Jeff Black spoke on the 
history and mission of Grove Manor Inc.  Terri Gabany, our Administrator, welcomed our guests and our 
Director of Activities, Sandy McConnell also spoke. I led the service and expressed our appreciation to 
these guests for their visits to our residents. I talked about updates on the chapel, the purpose of the screen 
projection system for worship services, and opportunities to volunteer. Packets of information were given 
out. One church inquired about more volunteering opportunities. Another person said he would visit those 
without churches. The discussion and conversations were a highlight and no one seemed to be in a hurry 
to leave. There seems to be a desire among staff to make this an annual event. Days later I heard from 
Pastors who had parishioners giving them positive feedback of the event.  
 

Lunchtime has become a great opportunity to do some growth experiences among staff. In 
November I invited Scott Hoover from Ascera Care Hospice, to come and talk to our department heads 
about ways to help staff with grief and loss. Our staff suffered numerous sudden and tragic losses in 2018. 
Mr. Hoover was so well received, that he has been asked to come back to do another training for our 
mandatory In-service.  

Last December, I also showed a Right Now Media video presentation entitled, “The Christmas 
Experience”. It blended the traditional Christmas story with the contemporary perspective. We added a 
time for communion at the end. Once again, I was amazed at the positivity expressed by the staff toward 
these lunchtime experiences.  

I have also been excited about the personal and spiritual growth going on among our residents. 
We have one rather young female resident, who will be staying here for the long term. A family member 
came to me and asked for my assistance in helping her to find purpose for her life as she stays here. So, 
we came up with an idea. I have heard that our women residents may like a lady’s prayer group. I sat 
down with her and shared an idea with her and she was open to try it. As a result, she leads ladies’ prayer 
and Bible study every Tuesday morning at 9:30. She has also recruited another lady to assist her from our 
Personal Care facility. What an awesome sight to stand back and watch this full circle of women, 
sometimes two rows deep, praying, discussing, and laughing together.   

 
Staff members from Personal Care shared about a new male resident who was a former College 

Professor, but due to physical problems was forced to retire. He too is fairly young. They said he offered 
to proof read items for staff or residents. So, I began to have him proof read my sermons and articles.  He 
shared his personal testimony with me, and his past sense of calling into ministry. His ailing health 
prevented him from continuing his Master’s degree and had to withdraw from seminary. He applied and 
has been accepted to an online course to complete his Masters degree. He fills in for me teaching Sunday 
School, and conducting Bible study when I am away.  

 
I invited him to attend our evening dementia program with me one Wednesday night. He had just 

completed reading Billy Graham’s book, “Nearing Home” so I suggested he share it with the group. I was 
nearly in tears as I sat back and watched him pass out a chapter by chapter outline in #18 bold font to all 
the residents. To see the compassion and patience he shared. At the end he sent a sheet of paper around 
offering the residents to sign up for a Library by Mail program he is involved in.   
 

Our goal of a part time Chaplain at Woodcrest came to fruition with the hiring of Pastor Dave 
Stickley. Dave and Molly have offered to do two morning services a month, two Bible studies a month, 
visits, and help find Sunday morning fill-ins. He would oversee any religious activities there. Pastor Dave 
has found himself doing more than he expected as he is doing staff devotions, funerals, and community 
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functions. Dave and Molly, who plays piano Sunday morning, are being blessed as well as blessing 
others. Reports from Pastor Dave and Pastor Jeremy of their activities in their prospective homes are 
included. 

 
Deb and I noticed the residents have begun to come earlier to Sunday School to sit and listen as 

Deb plays prelude music.  Many times, they beat us to the chapel and are sitting and waiting for her to 
play. So recently we decided to come earlier on Sundays so we can be ready to play familiar hymns at 
9:30 for a sing-a-long with Deb. It has become popular among our residents.  

New ministries are underway for 2019 as well as building upon 2018 minstries. Most of all, I 
consider it a privilege and find it to be a joy to serve as your Director of Chaplains at all three homes. 
Pray for us and come visit us anytime. 

 Blessings,  

Dr. Mark H. Yarger 
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Woodcrest Senior Living Community 
Chaplain Report to Annual Conference Sessions 

Allegheny Region Conference 
 
 
This report covers June 1, 2018 thru December 31, 2018 
 
I have found this part-time position to be very fulfilling for me personally and it is my hope that God is 
using me.  I also hope that this report will accurately record my activities and be what Conference expects 
of me.  The residents are very appreciative, and all the employees help make this ministry beneficial to 
all. 
 
My original goals were limited—2 Sunday morning worship services, 2 Saturday Bible studies, and 5 
visits per month.  I also made informal contacts whenever I was in the main building and I liked to attend 
and take part in various activities.   
 
It wasn’t long before many opportunities began to service. 
 
The next part of the report will present the more specific facts.  I do see God moving at Woodcrest, and I 
do not take credit; I know God is directing. 
 
Worship  

- Sunday morning – 22;  Sunday vesper service – 1; and funerals – 2.  Reminders of the Sunday 
service are distributed to all residents Saturday mornings.  The first Sunday each month is 
communion. 
 Guest speakers are invited some Sundays when the chaplain doesn’t speak. 

 - 1st annual memorial service for those of our residents who have passed away in the past year.  
(Attendance – 37) 

 - 1st annual Christmas Eve service.  Two of the residents did readings in the service. 
 - Request was approved to buy bronze cross and candles for communion table.  (By spring, Pastor 

Yarger plans to have a hand-made, quality communion table.) 
 
Bible Study -- 16 
 - Saturday morning.   Prepared Bible studies, including some videos are the source of information.  

I conducted one impromptu study when another mid-week Bible teacher was unable to attend. 
 
Visits – 77  
 - Illness, hospital, rehab centers, encouragement, communion, funeral home, and at the suggestion 

of office staff. 
 - In addition to these, informal contacts are made. 
 
Meetings –  
 - Contacts with office staff etc. 
 - Regular staff meetings. 
 - Resident meetings. 
 - Met with Christian Loving Fund once to explain the role of chaplain. 
 - Monthly meetings with Pastor Yarger. 
 
Activities – 
 - Father’s Day breakfast. 
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 - Resident birthday party once a month. 
 - Woodcrest choir concerts—this choir is made up of residents under the capable leadership of a 

local musician.  (3 held during the period of this report.) 
 - Labor Day picnic. 
 - Had a booth at the annual health fair.  The purpose of our booth was to show the role of the 

Churches of God in the care of residents.  The General Conference office sent materials and gifts 
to be given, and copies of “Our Daily Bread” were made available.  We were very pleased at the 
response to this booth. 

 - Hoe down – a Halloween party in which the community was invited. 
 - Pastor’s appreciation gathering—(I was given a very nice portfolio by the staff.) 
 - Walk of the Trees at Christmas time. Each department was to decorate a Christmas tree, and with 

the help of my wife and grandson, we decorated a tree that showed the birth, the death, and the 
resurrection of Jesus.  The tree was purchased by a local resident, and they donated it to the 
Presbyterian Church of Scottdale. 

 
I am grateful for the privilege of serving as part-time chaplain of Woodcrest Senior Living Community. 
 
Pastor David C. Stickley 
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The Caring Place Annual Report 

 

Developed some long-term relationships with families while their loved ones are here and after 
they pass. One of these that truly warms my heart is with Penny Culbertson. Her father was here 
in our PC. I spent a lot of time with him talking about hunting, fishing, and outdoor life. As I 
spent time with Bob, I got to know Penny well. She asked me to do her fathers funeral when he 
passed away. Penny still calls from time to time for prayer and to talk about things happening in 
her life. There are several stories like this where folks don’t attend church on Sundays but come 
back here to the home for spiritual care and guidance. 

There’s been a phenomenal ministry to the staff at the Caring Place. Relationships have 
developed and the staff now feels comfortable with me and the fact I’m true here for them. They 
bring a lot of different things to me whether work challenges or things happening at home. Many 
theological questions come out of these conversations. It’s a privilege to show these folks God 
cares for them and we are part of that care. Sometimes, this is the only church these folks get! 
Good conversations and fruitful relationships prosper.  

The Chaplaincy has been deeply involved with turning the helm at the Caring Place by investing 
in the leadership team. I have the privilege of talking with new and existing employees about the 
mission God embarks us upon. Giving this foundation helps us gage where we are as a building 
now and what God has for us in the future. There have been a lot of changes and conversations 
about change that will take place to strengthen us and allow us to better care for our elderly. God 
blesses me daily by allowing me to exegete his word to our tribe that gives them a Godly 
foundation to build upon. 

I’m excited about where we are and where we’re going! 

Thanks, 

Jeremy Stouffer  
 

	

	


